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INTRODUCTION (1) 

• Africa has almost 1 billion people (15.3% of the 
2012 global population) 

• Africa has: 

▫ 167 million Internet users  

▫ 15.6% penetration rate (compared to 27.5% for Asia) 

▫ 7% of world Internet users 

• Internet penetration is variable (1.1% in Ethiopia to 
51% in Morocco) 

Source: http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats.htm 

http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats.htm


INTRODUCTION (2) 

• Domain names (DN) industry is an important, and 
growing sector 

• DN industry estimated at $2 billion in 2008 

• African participation in DN industry is minimal: 

▫ African ccTLDs have capacity problems, and few 
domains 

▫ None of the 22 registries in Africa 

▫ 5 of 1,019 (0.5%) of ICANN-accredited registrars are 
African 

• New gTLD program was an important opportunity 



AFRICAN AND ICANN 

• Participation in SOs and ACs 
▫ Can be stronger 
▫ Need for more impact of participation 

• ccTLDs 
▫ 56 African ccTLDS 
▫ Continue to have low registrations 

• AfriNIC 
• Registrars and Registries 

▫ No gTLDRegistries 
▫ Only 5 registrars 

 

 





History of the new gTLD Program 

Source:  http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/about/program  

http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/about/program


Implementation of gTLD Program 

• Applicant Guidebook developed 

• Applicant Support program developed 

• Communication and outreach conducted 

• Application window: 

▫ Launched: Jan. 2012 

▫ Interrupted: April 12 – May 21, 2012 

▫ Closed: May 30, 2012 

• Evaluation of applications in progress 



Application Results 

Africa, 17 

Asia-Pacific, 
303 

Europe, 675 

Latin 
America, 24 

North 
America, 911 





AFRICAN PARTICIPATION (1) 

• 4 countries 
▫ Egypt (League of Arab States) 
▫ Gambia 
▫ Mauritius 
▫ South Africa 

• 9 applicants 
▫ South Africa – 6 
▫ Egypt – 1 
▫ Gambia and Mauritius – 1 each 

• 1 application for support (out of 3 applications) 
 



AFRICAN PARTICIPATION (2) 

CATEGORY COUNTRY 
No. OF 

APPLICATI
ONS 

Brand South Africa 9 

City South Africa 3 

Community Mauritius 1 

Generic Egypt, 
Gambia 

3 

Geographic South Africa 4 



LESSONS LEARNED 

1. African participation is very low 

2. We could have done better 

3. Outreach and marketing could have been 
improved and increased 

4. African private sector could have been more 
involved 

5. A lot of energy and resources were spent on the 
.africa issue 

 



CONCLUSIONS 

• New gTLD program was an eye-opener for Africa 

• There is need to increase outreach and 
awareness about ICANN and the DN industry 

• Africa should participate more in ICANN and 
the DN industry 

• The new ICANN Africa Strategy is encouraging, 
but not a magic bullet 

• We can do more – and better! 

 

 



RECOMMENDATIONS 

• ICANN should: 
▫ Increase outreach efforts in Africa 
▫ Implement its Africa Strategy 
▫ Establish a Regional Office in Africa 

• Africa should: 
▫ Participate more in ICANN and the DN industry 
▫ Encourage private sector involvement in the DN 

industry 
▫ Participate in the implementation of the new gTLD 

program 
▫ Build capacity for participation in future gTLD 

programs 
 



THANK YOU!! 


