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dot@frica	  :	  for	  AFRICA	  

The	  DotAfrica	  (.africa)	  :	  	  	  
	  

•  54	  countries	  

•  One	  billion	  of	  people	  

•  One	  domain	  name	  	  

•  New	  	  geographic	  TLD	  for	  the	  promo<on	  of	  Africa	  business,	  peoples	  and	  

digital	  iden<ty.	  

•  Expands	  Africa	  commercial	  influence	  through	  Internet	  

•  AFRICAN	  PUBLIC	  –	  PRIVATE	  –	  SOCIAL	  PARTNERSHIP	  

•  For	  building	  an	  African	  Digital	  Integra<on	  

 



From	  the	  Problema7c	  to	  the	  Solu7on	  	  



•  Step	   1:	   Oliver	   Tambo	   declara7on:	   (Johannesburg,	   Extraordinary	   Session,	  	  
November	  2009):	  AU	  ministers	  in	  charge	  of	  ICT	  adopted	  to	  "Establish	  dot	  Africa	  
as	   a	   con7nental	   Top-‐Level	   Domain	   for	   use	   by	   organiza7ons,	   businesses	   and	  
individuals	  with	  guidance	  from	  African	  Internet	  agencies".	  

	  
•  Step	   2:	   Head	   of	   States	   summit:	   (January	   2010)	   :	   Endorsement	   of	   The	   Olivier	  

Tambo	  Declara<on	  
	  
•  Step3:	   Abuja	   declara7on	   (Federal	   Republic	   of	   Nigeria,	   Third	   ordinary	   session,	  

August	   2010):	   AU	   ministers	   in	   charge	   of	   ICT	   requested	   AUC	   to	   :	   “Set	   up	   the	  
structure	  and	  modali7es	  for	  the	  Implementa7on	  of	  the	  DotAfrica	  project.”	  	  -‐	  THE	  
DOTAFRICA	  PROJECT	  FRAMEWORK	  



AUC	  Open	  process	  

•  Taskforce:	  African	  ICT	  experts	  to	  provide	  guidance	  to	  AUC	  

•  Call	  for	  ac7on:	  AU	  member	  states	  to	  support	  AUC	  process	  through	  le[ers	  to	  

ICANN	  &	  GAC	  

•  Ministerial	  round	  table	  (Dakar	  prior	  to	  ICANN	  42):	  set	  the	  African	  agenda	  to	  

ICANN	  

•  The	  DotAfrica	  public	  open	  forum	  (ICANN	  42,	  Dakar)	  

•  RFP:	  UNIFORUM	  ZACR	  appointed	  by	  AUC	  to	  be	  the	  official	  registry	  provider	  

for	   dotAfrica	   for	   the	  benefit	   of	  African	   community	   (UNIFORUM	   to	  provide	  

the	  technical	  and	  administraBve	  infrastructure	  and	  also	  know-‐-‐how	  to	  run	  

dotAfrica)	  

 

 

 



UNIFORUM	  creden7als	  



•  Not	  for	  profit	  OrganizaBon	  

•  AdministraBon	  of	  the	  CO.ZA	  domain	  name	  space	  

–  16	  years	  experience	  

–  Largest	  African	  zone:	  over	  700,000	  registered	  domain	  names	  	  

–  Interna<onal	  benchmarking	  

•  Philanthropic	  arm:	  COZA	  Cares	  (NOT	  ONLY	  A	  TESTAMENT	  TO	  OUR	  

CAPACITY	  BUT	  ALSO	  OUR	  COMMITMENT	  WITH	  THE	  COMMUNITY)	  

•  Funding	  dotAfrica	  project: 
 

 

 



ICANN	  applicaBon	  phase	  (in	  progress)	  

dotAfrica	  TLD	  =	  GEOGRAPHIC	  TLD	  :	  AFRICA	  OWNERSHIP	  

KEY	  SUCCESS	  FACTOR:	  

•  AUC	  endorsement	  (done)	  

•  AFRICAN	  GOVERNMENT	  SUPPORT	  :	  33	  minimum	  (60%)	  

–  	  38	  countries	  support	  (done)	  

–  16	  countries	  (in	  progress)	  

•  Community	  support:	  YOU	  	  

	  

	  

 

 

 

 



dotAFRICA	  &	  the	  	  Community	  



“	  DELIVERING	  A	  STRUCTURED	  &	  STRATEGIC	  
VISION	  FOR	  AFRICA	  “	  

Sponsor	  

AUC	  

African Entities :  

	  

INTERNET	  COMMUNITY	  &	  ICANN	  	  
	  

	  
Registry	  Operator	  

ZACR	  
	  

	  
DotAFRICA	  

FoundaBon	  
	  

	  
Strategic	  Partner	  

AFTLD	  
	  

	  
ZACR	  

SteerCom	  
	  

OTHER	  SUPPORTING	  ORGANISATIONS	  
Individual	  ccTLDs,	  African	  Registrars,	  Technical	  Community,	  	  

Technology	  Providers,	  Internet	  Leaders	  (individuals)	  	  



“	  TRANSFORMING	  VISION	  INTO	  ACTION	  ”	  

Sponsor	  

AUC	  

African Entities :  

	  
Policy	  Advisory	  Group	  

PAG	  
	  	  

ccTLD	  Development	  	  

AFTLD	  
	  

	  
AFRICA	  

Registrars	  
	  

	  
DelegaBon	  Authority	  

ICANN	  
	  

	  

COMMUNITY	  
	  

	  
RAR	  Development	  	  

Partner	  
	  

	  
ZACR	  

Registry	  Operator	  
	   	  

	  
	  

DotAfrica	  	  
FoundaBon	  

	  
	  

	  
INTERNATIONAL	  

Registrars	  
	  



The	  Challenge	  !!!	  



Promote	  a	  mulB	  
stakeholder’s	  
approach	  

Sustainable	  
partnership	  
(African	  

governments,	  ICT	  
stakeholder	  
groups,…)	  

Local	  content	  
development	  

InnovaBve	  
soluBon	  

DemocraBze	  
Internet	  

Capacity	  building	  
&	  skills	  transfer	  

Focus	  on	  the	  
community	  

needs	  



And…	  

	  

	  

Replicate	  VERISIGN	  &	  GODADDY	  Success	  Story	  in	  the	  conBnent	  	  

	  

 

 

 

 



You	  are	  a	  thought	  leader	  
A	  change	  maker	  ?	  

	  
Join	  us	  on:	  

 
o  Facebook :  

facebook/africandomain 

o  Twitter : 
twitter.com/africandomain 

 
o  Web :  
      www.africainonespace.org  
 
o            Community mailing list : community@dotafrica.org (subscribe on website) 

 

 



Thank	  You	  


