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Background 


• Mission and purpose 


• "To assure the open development, 
evolution and use of the Internet for the 
benefit of all people throughout the world.”


• Not-for-profit organization

• Global, but with a local perspective

• 70+ ISOC Chapters worldwide, also in this region

• 26,000+ individual members

• Nearly 90 organizational members
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What does ISOC do?


Organisational home of 
the Internet Engineering 
Task Force (IETF) 

Enabling technical 
capacity building and 
community development 
throughout the world 

Promoting governmental  
policies that support Internet 
growth 
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Internet Guiding Principles


• Open Technical Standards


• Shared Processes for Policy Development


• Transparent and collaborative Governance
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Support for Open Technical Standards


• ISOC is home to the IETF

• Provides Financial, Administrative and Legal support


• ISOC IETF Fellowship 

• Raise global awareness of the IETF

• Allow for better understanding and participation by 
technical experts from developing countries

• Provide opportunity for engineers around the world to 
meet people working in the same field 

• Foster cooperation and collaboration
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Support for 
Shared Processes for Policy development


• ISOC INET 

• A platform where regional and local policy issues are discussed


• Policy Research and Publications

• Publications that provide a simplified perspective to complex 
aspects of the Internet

• IETF, Multilingual Internet, Interconnection, Multi-stakeholder 
approaches etc.


• Regional and National Network Operator Groups (NOGs)

• Supports regional NOGs i.e AfNOG, Apricot, SANOG, MENOG, 
AfCHIX, etc


• Country Code Top Level Domain (ccTLDs)

• Supports regional ccTLD organizations i.e AfTLD, LacTLD and 
APTLD
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Support for Transparent and Collaborative 
Governance


• Mentorship and Leadership Program

• Provides fellowships to the IETF and IGF

• Launch of Next Generation Internet Leaders Program 
in October 2009 at ITU Telecom World 2009


• Internet Governance Forum (IGF) and Regional IGF

• Workshops at main IGF event  

• Support and participation at regional IGFs (EAIGF and 
WAIGF)


• ISOC Chapters

• Serve the interests of the local Internet community

• Provide a local perspective back to ISOC
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Thank you! 
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