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INTRODUCTION (1)

Africa has almost 1 billion people (15.3% of the
2012 global population)

Africa has:
= 167 million Internet users

= 15.6% penetration rate (compared to 27.5% for Asia)
= 7% of world Internet users

Internet penetration is variable (1.1% in Ethiopia to
51% in Morocco)

Source: http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats.htm



http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats.htm

INTRODUCTION (2)

Domain names (DN) industry is an important, and
growing sector

DN industry estimated at $2 billion in 2008
African participation in DN industry is minimal:

= African ccTLDs have capacity problems, and few

domains
= None of the 22 registries in Africa
> 5 0f 1,019 (0.5%) of ICANN-accredited registrars are

African
New gTLD program was an important opportunity



AFRICAN AND ICANN

- Participation in SOs and ACs
= Can be stronger
= Need for more impact of participation
» ccTLDs
= 56 African ccTLDS
= Continue to have low registrations
» AfriNIC
- Registrars and Registries
s No gTLDRegistries
= Only 5 registrars



ICANN’s NEW ¢TLD PROGRAM



History of the new gTLD Program

The Applicant Guidebook has gone through several
iterations in draft form and is the result of years of careful
implementation of GNSO policy recommendations and
thoughtful review and feedback from the ICANN stakeholder
community. Each version of the Applicant Guidebook was
posted for public comment. More than one thousand public
comments have been reviewed and considered, making the
program what it is today.

Applicant Guidebook May 2011
« April 2011 Discussion Draft
* November 2010 (Proposed Final version)
* May 2010 (version 4)
* February 2010 (excerpts)

* October 2009 (version 3)

* May 2009 (excerpts)

The first version of the Applicant Guidebook 2009 = March 2009 (version 2)
was posted October 2008, The Applicant Guide- Applicant Guidebook (version 1) Oct. 2008
book documents how ICANN has implemented

the GNSO policy recommendations and is a 2008 In June 2008, during ICANN’s Paris

comprehensive guide for applicants on the pro- meeting, the ICANN Board approved

gram'’s requirements and evaluation process. 2007 the GNSO recommendations for
introducing new gTLDs to the Internet’s

ICANN’s Generic Names Supporting Organiza- addressing system.

tion (GNSQ) conducted their policy develop- 2005
ment process between December 2005 and

September 2007. This work produced a

set of principles and recommendations on 2004

what should be included when implement- .asia, .cat, .jobs, .mobi,
ing the program. .post, .tel, .xxx, and .travel

2000 | ICANN successfully carried

bi inf out two previous application
e Eh clalkd, Jeeley, S rounds for new gTLDs
.museum, .name, and .pro

Eight gTLDs predate ICANN's creation Before 1998

.comn, .edu, .gov, .int,

Source: http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/about/program

.mil, .net, .org, and .arpa


http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/about/program

Implementation of gTLD Program

Applicant Guidebook developed
Applicant Support program developed
Communication and outreach conducted
Application window:

= Launched: Jan. 2012

= Interrupted: April 12 — May 21, 2012
= Closed: May 30, 2012

Evaluation of applications in progress



Application Results

Africa, 17

Latin
America, 24



FRICAN PARTICIRATION IN
HE NEW gTLD PROGRAM

i




AFRICAN PARTICIPATION (1)

» 4 countries
= Egypt (League of Arab States)
= Gambia
= Mauritius
= South Africa
- 9 applicants
= South Africa — 6
= Kgypt — 1
= Gambia and Mauritius — 1 each
- 1 application for support (out of 3 applications)



AFRICAN PARTICIPATION (2)

CATEGORY | COUNTRY | APPLICATI

Brand South Africa o

City South Africa 3

Community  Mauritius 1

Generic Egypt, 3
Gambia

Geographic  South Africa 4



LESSONS LEARNED

African participation is very low

We could have done better

Outreach and marketing could have been
improved and increased

African private sector could have been more
involved

A lot of energy and resources were spent on the
.africa issue



CONCLUSIONS

New gTLD program was an eye-opener for Africa

There 1s need to increase outreach and
awareness about ICANN and the DN industry

Africa should participate more in ICANN and
the DN industry

The new ICANN Africa Strategy is encouraging,
but not a magic bullet

We can do more — and better!



RECOMMENDATIONS

- ICANN should:
> Increase outreach efforts in Africa
- Implement its Africa Strategy
= Establish a Regional Office in Africa

- Africa should:

= Participate more in ICANN and the DN industry

= Encourage private sector involvement in the DN
industry

= Participate in the implementation of the new gTLD
program

» Build capacity for participation in future gTLD
programs



THE END

THANK YOU!!




