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What is it?!
•  Definition 

–  Internet Ecosystem is the term used 
to describe the organisations and 
communities that guide the 
operation and development of the 
technologies and infrastructure that 
comprise the global Internet. These 
organisations share common values 
for the open development of the 
Internet. 
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ICANN Community!
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

ASO/NRO GNSO CCNSO 

Governmental  
Advisory  

Committee (GAC) 

Root Server  
System  
Advisory  

Committee  
(GAC) 

Security &  
Stability  
Advisory  

Committee  
(SSAC) 

At Large  
Advisory  

Committee  
(ALAC) 

Technical  
Liaison  

Group (TLG) 

Regional Internet 
Registries 
•  ARIN 
•  RIPE NCC 
•  LACNIC 
•  APNIC 
•  AfriNIC 

•  gTLD Registries 
and Registrars 
•  Intellectual 
Property 
•  ISPs 
•  Businesses 
•  Universities 
•  Consumers 

ccTLD registries 
(e.g., .us, .uk, .au, .it
, .be, .nl, etc.) 

17 voting delegates 
+ 5 non-voting 
delegates 

Nominating  
Committee 

ICANN Staff 

President and CEO 
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AfriNIC Community!

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

West Africa North Africa Central Africa Indian Ocean 

Finance  
and Audit 

Election 

Remunerations  
and Benefits 

East Africa 

 
AfriNIC Staff 

Mauritius 23 
8 countries 

 

CEO 

Southern Africa 

Community/Members [LIRs/End Users/Memebers_Only] 

AfGWG	
  
EPRWG	
  
BRWG	
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About AfriNIC !
ª  Manage IPv4 & IPv6 
ª  Manage ASN (2 and 4 byte) 
ª  Manage rDNS tree for IP 

prefixes in use by African 
Operators 

ª  Provide a Public WHOIS 
ª  Contribute to IP address 

Management Global Policy 
development  

ª  Biannual Internet 
Protocol meeting: 13 so 
far in 10 countries 

ª  Internet Infrastructure  
reinforcement 
development in Africa: 

ª  IXP 
ª  DNS Root Server copy 
ª  Anycast service to 

support ccTLDs in Africa 
ª  Support to academic 

Networks 

Other Services to the 
community 

Training: more than 95 training sessions in 40 countries around 
Africa since 2005. 

Internet Numbers Registry function  
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NR provisioning chain!

Final	
  users	
  (/24,	
  /23,	
  ..	
  

Regional	
  Internet	
  
Registries	
  (/8,	
  /12)	
  

Manages	
  Central	
  Pool	
  
0/0,	
  2000::/3,	
   IANA	
  

Internet	
  Assigned	
  Numbers	
  Authority	
  

AfriNIC	
  

LIR	
   End	
  
Users	
  

APNIC	
   ARIN	
   LACNIC	
   RIPE	
  NCC	
  

…	
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How IP addresses are distributed !
Need 

Address
Meet 

Criteria?

Initial 
Application

?

Receive 
ResourceGo to ISP

Registration 
Service 

Agreement

Apply
YES

YES

NO

NO

Community	
  Establishes	
  Criteria	
  
Through	
  Policy	
  Development	
  Process	
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How Policies are defined!
R

eg
io

na
l C

om
m

un
iti

es
 

APNIC	
  

ARIN	
  

LACNIC	
  

RIPE	
  NCC	
  

AfriNIC	
  

ICANN	
  
IANA	
  ASO	
  

Global Policy 
Regional policy 

Facilitators!

Po
lic

y 
m
ak

er
s!
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Guiding Principles!
•  Policy Objectives 

– Conservation 
– Aggregation 
– Uniqueness 

 

•  Administrative Objectives 
– Neutrality 
– Consistency 
–  Impartiality 

9	
  



11
th

 F
lo

or
 R

af
fle

s 
To

w
er

, C
yb

er
ci

ty
 

M
au

rit
iu

s 

 
Thank you 

 
www.afrinic.net!
twitter: @afrinic  

!
 


